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Medicare Fraud Prevention Week Begins June 5 

       By Charles Clarkson, Esq. 
Project Director, Senior Medicare Patrol of NJ 

 
The Senior Medicare Patrol of New Jersey (SMP) is celebrating Medicare 

Fraud Prevention week. JFS of Middlesex County is the designated agency 
for New Jersey’s Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP). The SMP: 

•  Partners with aging services and others to promote 
awareness of fraud, waste, and abuse.  

•  Develops and disseminates consumer education through 
presentations, health fairs, and press events.  

•  Provides consumer counseling and services as consumer 
advocates to resolve billing disputes and errors.  

•  Makes appropriate referrals to health care agencies and law 
enforcement agencies for suspected cases of fraud, waste, and 
abuse. 

This national program educates Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries 
about preventing, detecting, and reporting health care fraud. 

Fraud costs Medicare an estimated $60 billion per year. It costs Medicare 
beneficiaries in time, stress, their medical identities, and even their health. 
Help yourself and others learn how to be protected from scams by joining 
the Senior Medicare Patrol for Medicare Fraud Prevention Week — June 5 
to 11, 2023. The start date is June 5, or “6-5,” because most people become 
eligible for Medicare when they turn 65 years old. The week began last year 
in conjunction with SMP’s 25th anniversary. 

Everyone plays a part in the fight against fraud. To promote Medicare 

Fraud Prevention Week, the SMP Resource Center has created a webpage 

for the public. 
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ASK CHARLES 

Charles Clarkson is the Project Director of the Senior Medicare Patrol of NJ. 

 
I have a Medicare Advantage plan that I enrolled in last year during open 
enrollment because I thought that I could take advantage of the extra benefits 
it offered.  However, I just discovered that my primary care physician is not in 
the plan’s network.  When can I switch back to Original Medicare? 
 
This is a common question we get at the Senior Medicare Patrol.  Most 
beneficiaries change plans during the Medicare Open Enrollment Period, which 
begins on October 15 and ends on December 7 of each year.  During this period 
beneficiaries can leave Original Medicare and enroll in a Medicare Advantage 
plan.  Beneficiaries can also change Medicare Advantage plans or go back to 
Original Medicare. 
 
In addition, there is the Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period, which 
runs from January 1 through March 31 of each year.  If a beneficiary is in a 
Medicare Advantage plan on January 1 of each year, they can use the Medicare 
Advantage Open Enrollment Period to go back to Original Medicare or change 
Medicare Advantage plans. 
 
Unless a beneficiary has a special enrollment period to make changes (such as 
moving outside the plan’s service area or getting extra help paying for the 
Medicare costs), they can make changes only during these two periods.  If they 
miss making changes during these two periods, they will have to wait for the 
next Medicare Open Enrollment Period in the fall, with changes taking effect 
on January 1 of the following year. 
 
In the meantime, that member will need to find a new primary care doctor who 
is in the plan’s network.  A call to the plan can help identify network doctors in 
the area. 
 
A word of caution, however.  If a beneficiary leaves a Medicare Advantage plan, 
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they usually do not have a guaranteed right to pick up a Medicare supplement plan.  Supplement plans 
can determine whether they wish to accept the beneficiary based on their medical conditions.  Our next 
newsletter will discuss Medicare Supplement guaranteed right situations. 
 

 
 

STAY CONNECTED 
The Senior Medicare Patrol of New Jersey has a website. You can reach our site at:  

   http://seniormedicarepatrolnj.org/ 
 

 

 

  

       Forward this to a friend                                       Friend us on Facebook                                         Follow us on Twitter  
                        #MedicareMaven         

 

 

Serve your community; learn about Medicare by volunteering for the 

 New Jersey Senior Medicare Patrol 

 

SMP of New Jersey is currently recruiting Volunteer Community Liaisons to 
speak to small groups of their peers and help provide Medicare education at 
community events throughout the State. Bilingual a plus. 

The role of the Community Liaison is to share information that can help others 
PREVENT, DETECT, and REPORT Medicare fraud, waste, and abuse. 

Free Training Available 

 
For more information please contact Michelle Beley-Bianco, 

 SMP-NJ Coordinator of Volunteers, 732-777-1940 or 
michelleb@jfsmiddlesex.org 
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Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) New Jersey is a program of: 
Jewish Family Services of Middlesex County 

219C Blackhorse Lane 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

Tel. 732-777-1940 
Fax 732-777-1889 

 

or call our toll-free SMP Hotline at 
877-SMP-4359 (877-767-4359) 
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